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From a world of dizzying choices, we’ve plucked
the must-know style, care and trends that will
make your outdoor areas smile.
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there’s nothing more enjoyable than comfortable and
% stylish outdoor furniture to relax with your close ones.
% Buying and using outdoor furniture needs the same
consideration as for indoors. The market for outdoor or
garden furniture is full of material options such as wood,
natural cane, bamboo etc which start getting spoilt after a
few months of use. It is very important to know what you
are buying and whether it will be able to sustain extreme

?gg t's a time when the weather is good and pleasant and

weather conditions. ‘Factors such as rain, extreme heat, cold
and dust atfect these products adversely. While buying, one

should opt for a product which can withstand these factors.

The products should be absolutely zero maintenance and it

is most important to know whether the seller is offering any
warranty on it," suggests Rahul Jindal of Loom Crafts.

Following pointers should always be kept in mind before
picking that beautiful set of furniture for your outdoors.

* Consider the weather. Extreme hot and dry conditions can
make some wood splinter and crack. Strong winds can send
aluminium furniture flying and wicker will not withstand
constant exposure to moisture,

* Zero onto the material of the furniture which should be
based on conditions like weather, maintenance, space,
budget etc.

* Pay attention to comfort levels. If your chairs haven't come
with cushions, you always have a choice of adding it. You
should be careful and only buy fabric treated for outdoor use.
* Have storage space so that in times of bad weather your
furniture is safely stacked under stores.
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As cgmpared to a few years ago, there are many more
brands in the market that are developing new styles. While
they all work towards giving new and unseen designs some
style considerations are mandatory for outdoor furniture.
According to Randip Dhingra of World Bazaar, there
are primarily two styles in outdoor furniture; modern
contemporary and classic. The Contemporary style is more
funky, innovative and experiments with shapes, weaves etc
whereas the Classic lines are quite simplistic in nature and
have a dignified structure, yet are the kind that you do not
get bored of. N TR

The real goal of contemporary outdoor furniture is to
re-orient the structure of the past that has been followed
for countless years. Instead of purely filling a functional
purpose, modern contemporary furniture pieces are not only
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1 Classic line of outdoor furniture made of synthetic rattan.
Easy to install, maintenance free and can be customised.

2 Enhance the look of your indoor and outdoor with
colourful accessories.

3 Scented cedar wood armchair comes in hand finished work
and is a great idea to stylise your garden.

constructed as load bearing structures, but also as artistic,
almost whimsical works that happen to serve a purpose
while being thought-provoking and eye catching.

he following
buyer. Now that you're aware of the style options available
in the market, the choice of material of the product should
not be a problem. Globally outdoor furniture is made of four
standard materials.
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HARDWOOD This is the only natural material used for
making outdoor furniture. There are two species in
hardwood TEAK WOOD and ACACIA.
Teak wood (or golden teak) is one of the best woods for
outdoor furniture. It is a hardwood timber with a natural
waxiness (due to its high level of oils) which gives it
outstanding durability and stability. It is, after all, the wood
of choice for boats - both on deck and inside. There is an
abundance of teak furniture in the market, ranging from
very cheap to extremely expensive, Inferior teak will have
knots in the grain and will come from the outer part of the
tree trunk. Imperfections and splitting may be apparent.
Most often, it is pale in colour. Understandably premium
raw teak is an expensive raw material, and so the finished
item will usually be a premium product. The price difference
between inferior teak and premium teak can be quite
dramatic and is usually a reflection of quality.

Acacia wood is hard, tough, has good strength and flexible
qualities. While other woods are easily permeated by water,
which causes them to warp and rot, but acacia is not. In fact,

acacia can be cleaned using water and the wood is so dense

that the water won't permeate it and damage. It is said that
even if this wood isn't treated or protected in any {Vil'\-". it
will last upto 40 years. This hardwood is also known for its
durability. It is not at all prone to scrapping, which means
that it can withstand hard use and does not need to be
coddled. Furniture made of acacia wood is fungus-resistant
which helps to avoid rot and improve overall durability.

4 HDPE fibre furniture accessorised with fibre upholster fabric
and cushion. Let your imagination be a little colourful.

5 Sun Lounger can be a nice idea to enjoy the weather with
fabric umbrella to protect you from UV rays.

6 A perfect style option to break the monotony by using
coloured outdoor furniture.
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7 Fully upholstered furniture adds
glamour to your decor style and the-
fabric can be easily washed.

8 Enhance the look of your garden
with interesting dining pieces. Plana ‘
candle light dinner for loved ones. “

3
N

9 A nice idea for a perfect day in
exquisite design that focuses —
on simplicity.

10 Copy the same style for your podi
You can enjoy a lovely evening with
dear ones.

11 Synthetic wicker sun lounger add
beauty to your pool side.

12 A coffee table with restful chairs 3
says too much for a nice day out.

STEEL According to Randip, steel is perhaps the strongest
material for outdoor use and is sold mostly in Europe. He
also adds that the solidity and hardness of this material
limits it in design. It is also observed that stainless steel
furniture maintains it's appearance and condition without
intensive care routine. Most furniture-grade stainless steel
comes in 304 grade and the higher quality marine steel
comes in 316 grade. There are various qualities within this
grade depending on the impurities and nickel content of the
steel. Stainless steel with higher nickel content reduces the
possibility of surface discolouration. Steel outdoor furniture
comes in various ranges in terms of finishes:
* Natural steel has high nickel content and is not treated
in any way.
» Brushed stainless steel has a grain-like etched
surface texture.

Electropolished stainless steel is a special process
that improves durability by polishing the surface to
make it smoother. These furniture items are usually very
easy to clean.
« Pear] blasting is a pleasant micro-bead finish which makes
satin finish surface. It is observed that after treatment a
roughness less than 1.0 micron is achieved on the surface.

ALUMINIUM Aluminum frames are hand woven with special
UV stabilized High Density Polymer fiber (HDPE) which
looks like natural cane but is synthetic. “Aluminum is a metal
which doesn't rust and HDPE fiber used on the products
will never de-colourise, crack or peel off when exposed to
outdoor conditions. While designing the products, special
attention is given to the strength of the product. The
furniture pieces are made in special aluminum profiles and
fabricated with adequate supports so that they don't break
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